WEATHER 2015

For much of the UK winter 2015 will be regarded as relatively benign and quiet, especially when compared
to the exceptionally stormy weather of the previous winter. Nevertheless the north of the UK bore the
brunt of some significant storms in mid-January and late February. Otherwise this was a fairly typical winter.
The weather was mostly dominated by an Atlantic flow bringing a succession of low pressure systems and
associated fronts, but there were spells of high pressure in the first half of February. Snowfalls caused some
disruption in our area in late January and early February, otherwise it was a normal winter, with a couple of
unusually warm days on the 9™ and 10" January. This dry weather continued through March and April with
a warm spell in the middle of April (maximum temperature 25° C), but we still had a couple of light frosts
right at the end of the month. May was average except for a few quite wet days but then a dry week from
21%to 28™. June was exceptionally dry and quite mild but with no really warm days until the last few. The
first week of July was warm with only a little rain, but generally the maximum daily temperature was
disappointing especially towards the end of the month, but the mean average monthly temperature was
acceptable at 16.9° C. August was a wet month with 121 mm of rain, and only a few consecutive warm
days. The last 8 days were especially wet with 77 mm of rain, and quite low pressure dominating in this
period. However the average temperatures were surprisingly higher than in 2014. September, with its
noticeably shorter days was relatively mild with no really warm days and noticeably cooler than in 2014.
Rain was average with dry periods in the second and last weeks of the month. October was again an
average month for temperature but with much lower rainfall than in 2013 or 2014, there were no frosts.
November and December were very mild and wet months, especially December with nearly 105 mm rain.
Only three frosts in November the first on 22" but no frosts at all in December.

You can see on the attached graph that the average monthly temperatures in 2015 were very similar to 2014
with the highest annual temperature of 33.9 on 1 July. We had a total of 29 frosts in 2015. |recorded a
total of 193 days when there was 0.2mm or more rain, but only one with more than 20 mm on 21°* August.

It would be good to remember that the press in September were forecasting a repeat of the devastating
snowy winters of 1962/3, but of course we will have to wait to see what happens during the first three
months of 2016. A stronger than usual El Nino has had an effect especially with the severe and devastating
flooding in the Northwest and Northeast of the both England and Scotland, a reminder to us of how much
nature can affect all our lives. The three storms of Desmond on 4/5 December, Eva on 22" December, and
Frank on 28" December caused havoc and intensive flooding and our hearts go out to all those who have
had to flee their homes. There are some predictions that 2016 will be hotter than 2015, but these like all
forecasts are subject to change!

RAINFALL - WINTER MONTHS

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
— — — — — — — — S—

January 89.92 159.8 345 23 75 724 &7.9 532 73.80 376 538 2428 844
February 29.21 36.7 265 S4.7 105.7 249 70 837 49.00 162 412 146.8 65.2
March 21.59 ST S75 56 66 832 36.1 582 13.60 228 752 31.6 22.6
September 10.16 284 IS5 104.7 299 64.4 298 69.4 39.80 69.8 628 13.2 S54.4
October 45.72 118.1 98.6 102 s4.7 98.3 36.4 7B.6 20.00 108.8 150 137.2 60.8
November M1.76 7498 515 63 104.5 955 1946 43 50.20 96.6 81.7 143 79.8
December 45 97 66.1 50 49.7 1021 54.7 111.4 456 &8.00 120 190.9 51.3 104.8
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2015 Rainfall, temperature & Frosts

|Mnr1lh I Week 1 Week2 |Week3d [Week4 |Week5 JTotalmm |r'."lﬁx Temp|Min Temp [Min Press IFn:rsTy Days
RAIN in mm

January 12.4 19.4 6.6 82 78 844 142 -3.9 970.0 9
|February 14 13.6 7.0 29.0 14.2 65.2 114 -2.7 986.0 10
[March 6.4 32 04 11.0 1.6 X6 142 -1.0 995.0 5
Napril 50 14 0.0 6.4 7.2 20.0 252 1.9 995.0 2
[May 54 14.6 13.6 15.4 11.2 &0.2 217 7 952.0

June 6.5 0.2 0.6 5.2 0.0 15.8 28.8 54 996.0

Juby 1.6 1.2 4.4 ir2 0a 452 339 24 992.0

August 24 26.8 14.8 66.6 10.6 121.2 295 7E 991.0
September 34 14 28.8 20.8 0.0 E4.4 209 57 952.0

October 04 21.6 28 15.8 20.2 &0.8 18.2 34 990.0
[Hovember 0& 258 14.0 20.0 14.4 79.8 16.0 -2.8 9950 3
Fecember 5.2 19.2 23.8 28.6 25.0 104.8 14.9 21 1005.0

Total 7344 29

Comparison with previous 2 years

2013 Rain| 2014 Rain| 2015 Rain| 2014 Temp| 2015 Temp | 2015 Temp
Month ialinl ialinl ialii] Max Max Min
January 538 2428 844 12.0 142 38
February 411 146.8 65.2 131 114 27
March 75.4 316 26 19.2 14.2 10
April 37.2 466 20.0 20.1 25.2 1.9
May 72.8 73.2 60.2 255 217 37
June 154 249 158 26.0 28.8 54
July 316 40.8 45.2 29.9 33.9 B.4
August 5138 108 1212 267 295 7.8
September | 628 132 544 2456 209 57
October 150.0 137.2 60.8 214 18.2 34
November 9186 143 798 169 16.0 28
December ] 190.9 513 1048 122 149 2.1
g7a4 | 10594 | 7344




Difference ("C) from 1961-90

Mean Central England Temperature
Annual anomalies, 1772 to 2015
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Mean temperatures (1981-2010) anomalies for 2015
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Rainfall {1981-2010) anomalies for 2015
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Sunshine {1981-2010) anomalies for 2015
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Jan | Feb | hdar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul [Aug | Sep | ©ct [ Moy | Dec
mUE T24 111 [ 127 | 143 [R5 ) 118 [ B8 | RS 125 [ 107 | &4
mEngland | 125 [ 113 | 120 [ 143 | 28 [ 125 | 29 [ 8% | 124 | 21 [ 39
Wales TI00| 106 [ 125 [ 144 | &7 | 129 | 95 | 92 | 155 | 101 | 5F
mecatland | 117 [ 113 | 119 [ 144 ) 96 [ 92 | 89 [ 107 | 124 | 127 | FF
Mireland| 132 | 90 | 138 [ 143 [ Fa | 120 | 84 | 97 | 115 [ 120 [ 71

This information taken from the Met Office website for data collected at their Hadley Central England site.
No December figures available at this time. The anomalies are deviations from the norm over the period
stated in the chart headings.

David Cullen 5% January 2016



